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usual manner, as the Swedes and Dutch had so
often done. But they had no charter or provi-
sion for organized government. When Fenwick at-
tempted to exercise political authority at Salem,
he was seized and imprisoned by Andros, Gover-
nor of New York for the Duke of York, on the
ground that, although the Duke had given Jersey
to certain individual proprietors, the political con-
trol of it remained in the Duke's deputy governor.
Andros, who had levied a tax of five per cent on all
goods passing up the Delaware, now established
commissioners at Salem to collect the duties.

This action brought up the whole question of
the authority of Andros. The trustee proprietors
of West Jersey appealed to the Duke of York,
who was suspiciously indifferent to the matter,
but finally referred it for decision to a prominent
lawyer, Sir William Jones, before whom the Quaker
proprietors of West Jersey made a most excellent
argument. They showed the illegality, injustice,
and wrong of depriving the Jerseys of vested, po-
litical rights and forcing them from the freeman's
right of making their own laws to a state of mere
dependence on the arbitrary will of one man.
Then with much boldness they declared that "To
exact such an unterminated tax from English